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Lakers on their Division II National 
Championship. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING WILLIAM T. ‘‘BILL’’ 
MCLAUGHLIN 

∑ Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize Mayor William T. 
McLaughlin. Bill, as he is affection-
ately called by his friends—and Bill has 
a lot of friends—celebrated his 90th 
birthday on December 22, 2006. During 
the 90 years that the world has been 
blessed with Bill’s presence, he and his 
late wife Mary have touched many 
lives and helped countless people. His 
contributions have ranged from serving 
his country during World War II, serv-
ing the city of Wilmington for two 
terms as the city’s mayor and for 12 
years on the city council before that, 
and offering continued service with nu-
merous community projects both be-
fore and after his tenure in elected of-
fice. 

William T. McLaughlin was born on 
December 22, 1916, on Wilmington’s 
east side. One of 12 children, Bill often 
joked that the Great Depression helped 
to raise his family’s standard of living. 
When Bill was 16 years old, his father 
lost his job. Bill’s devotion to his fam-
ily led to his dropping out of high 
school in order to accept a job cleaning 
the Boy’s Club in Wilmington’s 
Browntown neighborhood. He then 
went to work at a linoleum plant 
where, after being turned down for a 
two-cent raise, he helped organize a 
union for the plant employees. This 
type of initiative would be a hallmark 
of Bill’s life. 

At the age of 22, Bill signed up for 
the National Youth Administration, a 
Federal program he hoped would send 
him to California. Instead, he was as-
signed to a swamp drainage program in 
southern Delaware. 

After helping to reduce Delaware’s 
mosquito population, Bill decided to 
seek more adventurous endeavors and 
joined the Army Air Force during 
World War II. He trained as an elec-
trical technician and saw action as a 
radio operator and tail gunner. He was 
shot down over the skies of New Guin-
ea but managed to survive and went on 
to complete 50 missions before return-
ing home to Wilmington. 

Upon his return, Bill attended night 
school on the GI bill. During this time, 
Bill went to work for DuPont, where he 
would work for 30 years, mostly as a 
supervisor in the company’s business 
machines section. 

It was during this time that Bill 
would meet the woman who would be-
come the love of his life. Mary’s enthu-
siasm and outgoing personality were a 
good counterpoint to Bill’s soft-spoken 
manner and she would have a huge in-
fluence on both his future and the fu-
ture of Wilmington. Together, they 
raised two sons, William and Donald. 

Unlike many elected officials, Bill 
did not enter politics until the later 

years of his life. In 1964, Mary encour-
aged him to run for Wilmington’s 9th 
ward city council seat. Bill won the 
election and continued to serve on the 
city council for 12 years. During this 
time, he became the council’s finance 
chairman. In 1976, he agreed to seek 
election as Wilmington’s mayor after 
then-Mayor Tom Maloney decided to 
run for the U.S. Senate. 

Bill was elected as Wilmington’s 
mayor and served two terms in that ca-
pacity, serving from 1977 until 1984. 
During this time, his openness and 
compassion helped him cultivate a ren-
aissance for the city. He held weekly 
‘‘open door’’ sessions where any citizen 
could come by his office and voice their 
concerns or simply chat about local 
issues. 

As mayor, he worked with Governor 
Pete DuPont and other State leaders to 
develop the Financial Center Develop-
ment Act, which laid the foundation 
for Delaware’s rebirth as a financial 
services center. He also helped lead the 
efforts to recruit dozens of out-of-State 
banks to set up shop in Delaware, cre-
ating more than 30,000 jobs for the 
First State. 

During his time in office, Mayor 
McLaughlin helped implement the de-
segregation of Delaware’s public school 
system in northern Delaware. Bill 
never forgot the obstacles that he had 
to overcome during his lifetime and 
sought to level the playing field for all 
Delawareans, regardless of the color of 
their skin. He also increased housing 
opportunities for people with low in-
comes, and he worked tirelessly to cre-
ate new jobs by recruiting potential 
employers to settle in Wilmington and 
the surrounding areas. 

Bill also played a pivotal role in pro-
moting the Delaware arts community, 
helping to create the Delaware Theatre 
Company and the Delaware Center for 
Contemporary Arts. 

What stands out most to me—and for 
a generation of Delaware’s political 
leaders—is Bill’s willingness to mentor 
young people seeking elected office. 
When I first ran for State treasurer in 
1976, Bill was among the first public of-
ficials I reached out to. His support and 
kindness were instrumental in my first 
campaign and continue to be a source 
of inspiration for many of Delaware’s 
elected officials. 

After leaving office in 1984, Bill con-
tinued to play a vital role in the lives 
of countless Delawareans. He cham-
pioned the disadvantaged through his 
involvement with numerous commu-
nity service efforts. In 1996, he and 
Mary founded the William T. and Mary 
McLaughlin Education Fund, which 
continues to provide academic support 
for deserving students in Wilmington 
and New Castle County. After Mary’s 
passing in 2002, Bill continued their 
work to help better the lives of their 
fellow Delawareans. 

Bill’s hard work and devotion to 
service have led to countless commu-
nity service awards. In 1985, on his last 
day as Wilmington’s mayor, Bill was 

awarded the Josiah Marvel Cup for 
public service, the Delaware State 
Chamber of Commerce’s most pres-
tigious award. Many people would have 
seen that award as a capstone, but Bill 
seemed to view it as a foundation upon 
which he continues to build his legacy. 

Bill is a true friend of Delaware. His 
compassion, integrity, warm sense of 
humor and vitality of spirit are a true 
inspiration for us all. I rise today to 
commend his hard work, to applaud his 
devotion to community service and to 
wish him many more happy birthdays 
in the years to come.∑ 
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MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 12:21 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Hays, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 188. An act to provide a new effective 
date for the applicability of certain provi-
sions of law to Public Law 105–331. 

H.R. 391. An act to authorize the Secretary 
of Housing and Urban Development to con-
tinue to insure, and to enter into commit-
ments to insure, home equity conversion 
mortgages under section 255 of the National 
Housing Act. 

At 5:55 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bill, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 5. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to reduce interest rates for 
student borrowers. 
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MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 5. An act to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to reduce interest rates for 
student borrowers; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

H.R. 188. An act to provide a new effective 
date for the applicability of certain provi-
sions of law to Public Law 105–331; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 
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MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME 

The following bill was read the first 
time: 

H.R. 391. An act to authorize the Secretary 
of Housing and Urban Development to con-
tinue to insure, and to enter into commit-
ments to insure, home equity conversion 
mortgages under section 255 of the National 
Housing Act. 
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EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–358. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office 
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